Dear Friends,
It is truly a dream come true to have our school open and serving our inaugural class of Learners. It warms my heart to engage
with our Learners and begin building trusting relationships. We have so much to learn as a community and this is just the tip of
the iceberg!
Perhaps one of our Learners put it best when he said: People should appreciate what Bloom360 has to offer to help those with
different ways of learning.
We are different from traditional schools in many ways – one of the most notable differences is our project-based learning
approach. We teach academics, but with hands-on projects that provide real-world, concrete examples for our Learners. There is
a lot of research and support of this method and we’ve already seen our Learners gravitate to and excel with this unique way of
learning.
We’ve had an extremely busy few months. Recent events include:
 Purchasing the Stone School property in May 2017
 Completing a major renovation in four months and opening on

Sept. 5
 Holding a Ribbon Cutting & Community Celebration on Sept. 14
 Hosting our Second Annual Bloom Open Golf Outing and
Benefit Dinner on Oct. 5
There are so many people and organizations who contributed to
the rapid pace of getting our school ready for our Learners. We
are filled with gratitude and appreciation for everyone who
participated in preparing the school to open. This broad
community support further underscores that a program like
Bloom360 is welcomed in Wisconsin.
We hope you will help us extend our reach. We know that one in five school-aged children has a diagnosed learning challenge and
may not be in the most appropriate learning environment for them to thrive. I’m available to visit your business or community
group to have a conversation or share more information about our program. We also are a resource for families, other educators
and the community and we hope you’ll reach out with questions or connect us with people who may need help.
We are open and ready to network with people who would like to share a skill or talent or organizations that may be willing to
host a field trip or provide an ongoing learning opportunity for our learners. We are a Learning Community because we believe we
can all learn from each other and from the extended community.
Our team has a mantra – we nurture our purpose, strengthen our community and empower each other.
Thank you for your interest and support of Bloom360.

Laura Rauman
Founder and President

In 1858, Stone School first opened to serve children in
East Troy, WI. Nearly 160 years later, Bloom360 Learning
Community opened for the 2017-2018 school year as a
unique, project and strength-based private school for
children with neuro-diverse needs from all over
southeastern Wisconsin. We are the only historic school
site in the area still operating as a school.

On September 14, Bloom360 welcomed more than 150 guests to
its Ribbon Cutting & Community Celebration at its renovated
10,000-square-foot facility.
Guests enjoyed refreshments and guided tours of the school’s
unique spaces including: The Create-it Studio, Sensory Gym,
Learning Pods, The Lounge, Project Lab, Multi-Purpose Room
and the Vista360 offices.

The presentation included remarks from: Laura Rauman,
Bloom360 Founder & President, Mary Stone, CEO of
Stepping Stones Educational Services and Vanessa Lenz,
Executive Director of the East Troy Chamber of Commerce.
Live entertainment was provided by The Bill Stone Duo.

Mary Stone and Laura Rauman

Thanks to incredible support from sponsors, silent auction donors, volunteers and nearly 150 golfers and dinner
guests, we raised more than $32,000 at the Second Annual Bloom Open held October 5 at Western Lakes Golf Club
in Pewaukee.
Congratulations to Katie from Madison, WI, who won our Scholarship Fund Trip Raffle. We are thrilled with the
success of the raffle and excited that it enables the launch of our scholarship fund so more Learners will have access
to our school.
A sincere thank you to our generous event sponsors:
Presenting Sponsor
Vista360, LLC
"Empower" Sponsors
U.S. Bancorp Fund Services, LLC
Dolan McEniry Capital Management, LLC
"Strengthen" Sponsor
Stier Construction, Inc.
"Nurture" Sponsors
Buckley "The Tree Care Specialists"
Mairs and Power, Inc.
Hole Sponsors
Baird
Baird Foundation
Briohn Building Corporation
Central States Insurance Agency Inc.
Stacey and Tom Conroy
Family of Learner Darren Frasa
Geneva Capital Management
Impact Networking
Kinex Medical Company
Lee Woodworks
Michael Fields Agricultural Institute
Mike and Andrea McVoy
Operose Partners, LLC
Pantzlaff Electric LLC
Bob and Sally Probst
Solcare
Spectrum Investment Advisors
von Breisen & Roper, S.C.
Special thanks to the in-kind donation from A Stars & Stripes Flag Corporation for the banner and hole signs.

Bloom360 uses project-based learning (PBL) as our main method of teaching. This innovative approach dates back to
Confucius, Aristotle and Socrates who each proclaimed the merits of “learning through experience.” Through the centuries,
education has taken many forms and today’s “learning by doing” is credited to the work of Maria Montessori who
developed Montessori schools based on the belief that children learn best through their environments, not through rote
memorization. We couldn’t agree more.
According to a project-based learning research review conducted by The Autodesk Foundation, studies have shown that
project-based learning is linked to significant improvements in student test scores, attendance and classroom engagement.
Research shows that PBL is also linked to improved higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills, and that the approach
speaks to a broader range of learners.
Recent projects Bloom360 Learners have conducted include:
School Timeline – One Learner prepared a timeline of the Stone School property
from 1858 to the opening of Bloom360 Learning Community in 2017. This
included researching historic events, gathering/selecting photos, designing
the timeline, displaying the finished piece and sharing insights with guests
during the Ribbon Cutting event.

Taekwondo – One Learner researched information about his favorite sport,
outlined the information including the levels of belts that can be earned and
prepared a demo and presentation for the entire team. The presentation/
demo also included time for a Q&A where the Learner responded to many
questions from the audience.

Mountaineer Football – One Learner wanted to expand his knowledge about the
football team at West Virginia University. He conducted research, visited the
stadium and site of the previous stadium, created a PowerPoint presentation
and even taught our team that after each game, the entire crowd at the
stadium stands and sings “Country Roads” by John Denver.

Ping Pong Tournament – One Learner managed a ping pong tournament for the
entire team that included assessing interest with a sign-up sheet, creating the
teams, developing guidelines for the game, setting up the tournament brackets,
organizing the day/time of the event and facilitating the tournament.

Catapults – Several Learners studied simple machines and built catapults to
explore physics concepts including; potential energy, kinetic energy,
making predictions, and determining mode, median and mean. This
project brought together academics and an opportunity to strengthen
communication and problem-solving skills as the Learners suggested
ideas to help each other make changes to their catapults for better
results.

Bakery Cart –A few Learners created a Muffin Survey for team members to
take that captured the most liked muffin and the favorite muffin of each
person surveyed. The Learners converted collected data into fractions
and also created a bar graph with the survey results. This project allowed
us to integrate the core subject areas of math and reading and also
supports our social and emotional needs by learning more about one
another (favorite muffins) and collaborating together on a project.
Further, it nurtured our core element of Spirit by allowing our Learners
to contribute to our community and be part of something larger than
themselves. The Bakery Cart is a big hit with many willing tasters. We
have plans to develop a micro-business as well.

Each project is interest-driven and unique, but includes a comprehensive assessment and structure behind the scenes that
guides our unique educational model. This structure includes a focus to help Learners expand in the five core elements of
their development: social, emotional, body, spirit and mind. We also document and ensure appropriate academic areas
such as language arts, art, social studies, reading, math, technology, science, etc. are incorporated. We utilize State
Standards within core academic areas to ensure we are working with Learners at their appropriate levels no matter their
age or previous grade levels. The interest-driven projects have Learners actively engaged and our Learning Guides are
utilizing our unique framework to ensure developmental and academic progress.

“It’s amazing to watch our Learners share their strengths and interests through project-based learning. The sense of
accomplishment and pride as they bravely present their project within our Bloom360 community is very evident on
their faces, body language and post reflection. PBL has further connected our community, increased each Learner’s
sense of belonging and expanded meaning and purpose in learning.” – Cindy Gosh-Lee, Program Guide
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GivingTuesday (#GivingTuesday) is a global day of giving that was started in
2012. It takes place the day after Cyber Monday and encourages people to get
involved and give back to their community. For 2017, Giving Tuesday is
November 28.
Bloom360 will kick off its own Year-end Giving Campaign on Giving Tuesday.
Your tax deductible year-end gift of any amount will help ensure Bloom360
Learning Community continues to grow and thrive. Last year we raised more
than $8,000 during the five-week campaign.

Our goal this year is to raise $20,000. We believe
this goal is attainable because we have a matching
donor! Vista360 LLC will match any donation (up to $10,000 total) to Bloom360 during
the Year-End Campaign that ends on December 31, 2017. To donate, please visit:
bloom360.org/donate

As a private, nonprofit school, Bloom360 relies on tuition, grants and fundraising to meet expenses. We are thankful for
the recent grants from:


Summerfest Foundation and Harley Davidson Foundation



The Walmart in Mukwonago recognized Bloom360 Learning Community for a
Walmart Foundation Community Grant



The Ladish Foundation



Northwestern Mutual recognized Bloom360 Learning Community with a grant
from their Days of Sharing program.

Board of Director Spotlight
Thank you to Melissa Packee for serving on the Bloom360
Board of Directors. Melissa is Assistant Director—Advisor
Practices, Groups & Terms at Northwestern Mutual
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In just under four months, Bloom360 Learning Community
transformed its 10,000-square-foot facility into a modern,
customized educational hub that meets the needs of our
Learners and our unique approach. The historic one room
schoolhouse portion of the building received special
attention to maintain its integrity while updating the
electrical system and adding new flooring and paint. In all,
nearly every surface and system inside and out was
included in the renovation which included craftsmanship
from about 65 sub-contractors.

“This type of project really makes our team feel good about how
we can contribute to the community and also give back with our
skills and talents,” said Dan Scheibe, Vice President of Construction
Management at Stier Construction Inc. from Waukesha. “We really
believe in what Bloom360 is doing and that motivates us even
more.”
According to Scheibe, one of the biggest transformations in the
building is the Project Lab. Previously the space was used to house
computer servers and a two-stage electrical power system. For
Bloom360, the space is utilized as an interactive classroom setting
with a large gathering table for group discussions, individual work
stations for Learners and a separate conference table with a large
monitor for interactive projects and research.

Craig LaCour enjoys woodworking and children which makes him a natural in the
Bloom360 Create-it Studio. “Mr. Craig” as the Learners call him retired from
Harley-Davidson where he was a stationary engineer, but his early
career was as a special education teacher and he’s also taught preschool with his
wife Barb.
Craig’s woodworking interests started with renovating houses. He maintains a
woodshop of his own and enjoyed making toys for his three children and
friends.
“I really like working with all the Learners,” shared Craig. “I think they’re having
fun too.”
At Bloom360, Craig works with the Learners to brainstorm what to make and
then designs a plan in a manageable way for the kids to create.
“I learned in the woodshop with Mr. Craig while I was hammering nails,” commented one Learner. “I used my
perseverance character strength. I won’t give up.”

One of the most important things in life are relationships. Bloom360 is focused on developing trust and security for
our Learners within the environment, within experiences, and within their relationships. We believe this has set the
stage as trust and security are the gatekeepers to learning. This focus this fall allowed us time to help guide each
learner to find a sense of comfort and as a result they are each beginning to show us who they are and who they can
become when their guards are down. We will continue to emphasize social-emotional development as it truly is the
culmination of many biological factors, that when working together optimally, create fully integrated learning and
growth in our five core elements of human development. We are confident that through the process of integration
functional abilities that promote whole-child wellness (i.e., thriving) will emerge.
One way to encourage conversations and deeper connections in your relationships with any child is to ask
open-ended questions. Here are a few examples you can try:










What made you smile today?
What is one new thing you learned today?
What kind of person were you today?
How were you brave today?
What is something that challenged you?
What was the hardest rule to follow today?
Teach me something you learned today
What do you hope for this week?
What are you reading?
Contact Us:

Visit Us:

Phone: (414)935-6360

www.bloom360.org

Email: info@bloom360.org

Like Us:

